CRC Meeting Minutes
December 19, 2007

Members/Advisor Present

Sabrenna Bryant-Chairperson & MAL
Lakeisha Hill-Vice-Chairperson & BEPM
Lisa Good-FWPM

Wayne Henderson-DEPM

Raphael Mendez-HEPM/APIPM

Elyse Benson-MAL

Antron Williams-MAL

Craig Ellis-Title VI Advisor

Dory Reeves-Title VII Advisor

Amy Maxwell-Outreach Advisor & 1890’s Liaison Advisor

Members Absent
Charlie Ogg-Secretary & MAL
Cliff Eaddy-Treasurer & AINPM

Visitors Attending: None

L. Meeting called to order and quorum recognized at 10:04 am by Chair

Bryant

Il. Review and approval of October minutes. Hill/Benson Motion passed.

1. Treasurer’s report: Cliff Eaddy absent. SEPM’s turned in FYo8 budget
requests. No Action.

Iv. Ongoing Activities

a. SEP & CRC Business plan development Sabrenna will update
committee members

b. Articles for Current Developments- SEPM’s should have an article for
each edition of CD. MAL’s also encouraged to offer articles. Look on
EEO and Civil Rights websites for ideas.

c. Civil Rights Reviews- Office schedule reviewed and CRC members
assigned to attend reviews.

d. 2008 CRC Plan of Work Updates- Each SEPM submitted their own plan
of work to be included in the CRC Annual Plan or Work. Cultural
Awareness Day is not mandatory, but another activity will have to be
completed. CRC asked to review CR brochure and make suggestions
for new edition. Proposed plan submitted by SEPM’s and MAL’s
reviewed item by item. Motion to approve Plan of Work as amended
passed.

e. Annual report- Each SEPM will write a paragraph on activities in a
Powerpoint format. Sabrenna will present to SLT in August, 2008



VI.

VII.

VIII.

f. 2008 CRC By-Law Review-tabled for next meeting Members will review
the current by-laws before the Feb. meeting and come with ideas.
AIAPM Report: none
BEPM Report: Lakeisha wanted input on poster size: 8.5x11” or larger?
The posters we have used are not “NRCS” posters, but are consistent with
the NRCS message. They come from OneAmerica.net and cost ~$650
($7/ea) to provide copies for all field offices and the state office. Lakeisha
will explore using these posters in the future; she will check that poster
theme and material consistent with USDA message. Lakeisha and
Sabrenna attended CR Training in Las Vegas in Dec. and learned a lot. The
mentoring program is in the development phase. A subscription to
Diversity Magazine, Inc. is being considered, but getting some old issues to
explore has been difficult. Lakeisha will try the local libraries. Minority
Landowner was suggested as an alternative magazine.
DEPM Report- Attended Annual DEPM training in Bethesda Maryland the
first week in December. Already spent $2102.68 of annual budget on
training and requests an additional $1000 for program delivery.
FWPM Report-FWPM is stepping out of Federally Employed Women (FEW)
due to the expense of California and will host the conference in Wisconsin.
Lisa requested a budget of $3000 to cover training in Wl and supplies. The
conference in WI will be in combination with Hispanic group.
HEPM/APIAPM Report- none
MAL Report- Antron attended coastal restoration training in New Orleans
and had a chance to view some of the hurricane damage

Outreach Report- Maxwell updated the group on her needs for the 2008

Outreach Budget which included continuation of a sponsorship of the SC
Young Farmer and Agribusiness Association Award (presented in January
of each year). She also expressed interest in assisting United Farmers, USA
with their website which is an excellent place to post Farm Bill program
information and other news items of interest to small and limited resource
farmers. She discussed NRCS assistance to help sponsor the SC
Commissioner's School of Ag, and to also have an NRCS representative to
be part of this year's program to educated participants about careers with
USDA.

Maxwell estimated a total outreach budget request of $5200.
She also briefed the committee on her December 18th, 2007, SC
Outreach Council Meeting which was well attended and proved
that there are private, state, and federal agencies that are
committed to working together to help promote and educate
targeted audiences about protecting soil and water resources.
She indicated that another such meeting will be planned for
March.



Maxwell also mentioned several other outreach
projects/agreements that NRCS is spearheading including the SC
Small Farmer Wholesale Auction Market Demo which is
underway for Jasper County, and is a partnership project
between Clemson, NRCS, and Penn Center. Also underway is an
NRCS and SC Dept. of Ag project to create a SC MarketMaker
website, which is an online resource that assists small/niche
farmers in marketing their produce or other products via the
web. This project is currently in the planning stages.

Xl
XIl.  Title VIreport- No report
Xlll.  Title VIl report and employment advisor- No report

XIV.  Other Business- Other business
XV. Next Meeting: February 13th
XVI.  Adjourn-12:10pm



