Why Do We Need To Restore and Reversing the Damage
Protect Wetlands? '
Because wetlands are so biologically rich,
Wetlands are vital and dynamic they provide an ideal habitat for hundreds
ecosystems. Wetlands-- of animal species. The United States, as well
as South Carolina, has adopted a policy of
) ) ) ‘no-net loss’ on wetlands acres in an effort to
improve water quality and filter - pay¢ the diking, draining, and filling that
sediment eliminated approximately 1/3 of the wetland
wetlands have a cleansing effect acreage in South Carolina.
on flowing water and remove
nutrients, pesticides and

minerals WRP in South Carolina

[provide lush habitat for wildlife In South Carolina, approximately $7 million

1/3 of all bird species relies on dollars has been received since FY 96, enroll-
wetland areas for survival ing 80 sites into the program. Many of the
[Jreduce flooding WRP projects in the state have been specificall
water is stored temporarily, designed to provide educational opportunities
Reserve allowing it to escape into the soil or for_ Sout_h Car_olina’s children. Through partner-
Program evaporate ships with Soil and Water Conservation

Districts (SWCD), the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism (PRT),
and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
(NFWF), NRCS has been able to create large
outdoor educational classrooms to introduce
both children and adults to the wonders of
wetlands.

[limprove water quality
wetlands act as reservoirs for rain-
water and runoff, therefore protecting
nearby streams or lakes from harmful
pollutants

The Wetlands Reserve Program
(WRP)

The USDA-Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) offers both
technical and financial assistance in the
protection, restoration and enhancement
of wetlands. Since 1996, approximately
10,000 acres of restorable wetlands and
adjacent upland in South Carolina have
been enrolled in WRP. The program
offers easement payments to landowners
as well as cost-sharing

for restoration. If you

would like more =
information on apply-
ing for this program,
contact your local —
USDA Service Center} &
or call (803)253-3894.

Wetlands provide many
benefits including food and
cover for fish and wildlife,
water purification, flood
1 protection, erosion control,
3 = 4 : food and timber products, and
opportunities for recreation and

Approximately 4 million acres of natural wetlands .
enjoyment.

exist in South Carolina.




A South Carolina Success Story

he John W. Carter Outdoor Classroom and Nature Trail in Bamberg County
highlights WRP success throughout South Carolina. This 140-acre area was
once planted to corn, but the landowner entered the acreage into WRP and
restored it back to its original hydrology, and it now boasts shallow water ponds,
nature trails, wildflower patches, butterfly gardens, duck boxes, and an aquatic
observation deck. The handicapped accessible trail, composed of recyclable ma-
terials, will allow nature lovers, school children, and tourists to enjoy hundreds of
plant and animal species, many which are threatened or endangered. Volunteers

have planted over e o o

half of the 11500 M&mﬂmmnﬂmm 7
trees found onsite.

Made possible by a

number of different

agencies, construc-
tion continues on
the site with hopes
of completion in
the fall of 1999.

The Wetland Reserve Program in South Carolina has restored thousands of acres of wetland
habitat that have been lost or are in danger of being lost to development.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on therbasiscofor, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and

marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alteneatigsfor communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TODYile a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Buildif@ridtindependence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.

20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




