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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Congaree River is formed in Columbia by the confluence of the Saluda and Broad 
Rivers near the Piedmont fall line. The river is short (47 miles) but wide as it serves as the 
final outlet channel for the entire Lower Saluda and Lower Broad watersheds, before 
merging with the Wateree River just north of Lake Marion to form the Santee River. The 
subbasin extends just downstream of the confluence of the Saluda and Broad Rivers to 
just before the confluence with the Wateree River. Significant tributaries to the Congaree 
are Congaree Creek, Gills Creek and Toms Creek.
 
The Congaree subbasin lies in the Southeastern Plains (65) ecoregion (Figure 1). A brief 
description of the Level III ecoregions in this watershed is available in this document's 
appendix. A more detailed description of the Level III and Level IV Common Resource 
Areas (Ecological Regions) is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in References 
section.).

65c Sand Hills

65l Atlantic Southern Loam Plains

65p Southeastern Floodplains and 
Low Terraces

FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS
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