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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Edisto River is the longest completely undammed or unleveed blackwater river in
North America (206 miles). The upper part of this subbasin begins as the two main
Edisto tributaries (North Fork & South Fork) join. Inside the subbasin, the Indian Field
Swamp joins the main Edisto branch. The subbasin drains 829 square miles (531,000 ac)
and enters the sea at Edisto Island (southwest of Charleston, SC. The lower Edisto basin
forms a crucial part of the 11,815 acre ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge, a coastal
learning center that encompasses its bottomlands confluence with the Ashepoo and
Combahee river basins.

The northern segment of the subbasin is in the Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain (63) while

to Southern segment (sea islands and coastal marsh) flows through the Southern Coastal
Plain (75) ecoregions (Figure 1). A brief description of the Level Il ecoregions in this
watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more detailed description of the
Level lll and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) is available online
(See Griffitret al2002 in References section.).

FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS

63h  Carolina Flatwoods

63n  Mid-Atlantic Floodplains and Low
Terraces
75j Sea Islands/Coastal Marsh




