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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Little Pee Dee River starts off as a small, meandering blackwater river that runs 
southeast from the eastern part of Marlboro County. Near Nichols, SC, the Little Pee 
Dee is joined by the larger River which runs southwest from North Carolina but continues 
on as the Little Pee Dee. The Little Pee Dee runs into the Great Pee Dee River near the 
coast near Yauhannah, SC, about 20 miles upstream from where the Great Pee Dee 
enters Winyah Bay. The subbasin drains 974 square miles (623,000 ac) in South Carolina. 
The Little Pee Dee is one of the best remaining examples of a Coastal Plain blackwater 
river in South Carolina.
 
The upper reaches of the river's subbasin covers the fertile Atlantic Southern Loam 
Plains (65l) and, in the lower reaches, the predominant ecoregions are the Mid-Atlantic 
Floodplains (63n) and the Carolina Flatwoods (63h) (Figure 1). Carolina Bays are a 
common feature in this subbasin.
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FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS
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