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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Catawba River originates in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina and enters 
South Carolina through Lake Wylie. The Lower Catawba subbasin covers 927 square 
miles (594,000 ac) and begins just downstream of Lake Wylie. In South Carolina, the 
Catawba River passes east of Rock Hill, SC, and then west of Lancaster, SC, before it flows 
into the Fishing Creek, Great Falls and Cedar Creek Reservoirs in the lower end of the 
subbasin. Tributaries that enter the Catawba River in the subbasin include Sugar Creek, 
Twelve Mile Creek, Cane Creek, Rocky Creek, Camp Creek and Beaver Dam Creek. As 
the Catawba River exits these reservoirs, the Lower Catawba subbasin ends and the 
Wateree subbasin begins.
 
The subbasin passes through the Piedmont (45) ecoregion (Figure 1). A brief description 
of the Piedmont ecoregion in this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A 
more detailed description of the Level III and Level IV Common Resource Areas 
(Ecological Regions) is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in References section.).
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