
LOWER SAVANNAH Subbasin

Hydrologic Unit Code (8 Digit): 03060109

An Assessment of the Lower Savannah Subbasin

USDA-NRCS is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

01 Boggy Branch-Savannah River

03 Hog Branch-Savannah River

04 Dasher Creek-Savannah River

WATERSHED (10-digit HUC)
(E.g., 01 = 0306010901)

August 31, 2007



 Lower Savannah 03060109  | August 2007

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The South Carolina segment of this subbasin starts in southern Allendale county and 
extends to the sea; it is a continuation of the Savannah River and is downstream of the 
Middle Savannah subbasin. The subbasin drains 396 square miles (254,000 ac) in 
Allendale, Hampton, Jasper and Beaufort Counties. At this point, the river is 
well-developed and is joined by some creeks on the South Carolina side including Boggy 
Branch, Hog Branch and Dasher Creek.
  
The northern and eastern segment of the subbasin is in the Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain 
(63) while the southern and western segments (sea islands and coastal marsh) are covered 
by the Southern Coastal Plain (75) ecoregion (Figure 1). A brief description of the Level 
III ecoregions in this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more detailed 
description of the Level III and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) 
is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in References section.).

63h Carolina Flatwoods

75i Floodplains and Low Terraces

75j Sea Islands/Coastal Marsh

FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS

2



 Lower Savannah 03060109  | August 2007

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

There is minimal urbanization in the subbasin which is home to the Palachucola Wildlife 
Refuge and the Savannah National Wildlife refuge, amongst others. Most of the agricultural 
fields are located north of I-95 and the majority of farming land in the subbasin is in Hampton 
County (Figure 2), devoted primarily to rowcrops (Table 2).

Land Use/Land Cover

Watershed (Total)

Urban Area

Parks/Land Under Easement (not NRCS)

Farm Service Agency Designated Farm Fields

Acres % of Watershed

 253,811

Table 2:
AGRICULTURAL LAND USE: FSA ACREAGE AND ESTIMATED FARM FIELD USE FROM THE 2002 AG CENSUS
(NASS Whole County Data Used. Cropland includes: Field Crops, Orchards, and Specialty Crops.)

County
 % Pasture
(Estimated)

% Cropland
(Estimated)

% Hayland
(Estimated)

FSA Fields
(Acres)

Allendale  89% 6%  5% 3,109
Beaufort  71% 19%  10% 0
Hampton  90% 5%  5% 18,483
Jasper  74% 13%  13% 7,755

FIGURE 2:
MAJOR LAND USE/LAND COVER
CATEGORIES

Table 1:
MAJOR LAND USE/LAND COVER CATEGORIES 

-

FSA Farm Fields

Urban Areas

Parks & Land Under Easement

Other Land

229 0%

33,714 13%

29,347 12%
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