SALKEHATCHIE/COMBAHEE Subbasin

August 31, 2007

An Assessment of the Salkehatchie/Combahee Subbasin
Hydrologic Unit Code (8 Digit): 03050207
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The subbasin in the Southern Lowcountry region contains three rivers, namely the
Salkehatchie, the Combahee and the Ashepoo Rivers.

The Salkehatcitéver originates near the City of Barnwell, South Carolina, and accepts
drainage from Turkey Creek and Whippy Swamp before merging with the Little
Salkehatchie River to form the Combahee River Basi@oirmhRéver is a short

blackwater river; part of its lower drainage basin combines with the Ashepoo River and
the Edisto River. Thsshepdriver is a short blackwater river in South Carolina. It rises

in a confluence of swamps south of Walterboro. These rivers empty into Saint Helena
Sound forming, the 11,815 acre ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge. This refuge is a
coastal learning center encompassing the Ashepoo river's bottomland confluence with the
Combahee and Edisto river basins -- thus, the origin of the refuge's name, formed from
the first letters of the names of the three rivers: A-C-E.

The subbasin lies in the Southeastern Plains (65) and Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain (63)
and Southern Coastal Plain (75) ecoregions (Figure 1). A brief description of the Level llI
ecoregions in this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more detailed
description of the Level Il and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions)
is available online (See Griféithal2002 in References section.).
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FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS

63h  Carolina Flatwoods

I 63n  Mid-Atlantic Floodplains and Low
Terraces
65c  Sand Hills

65| Atlantic Southern Loam Plains

65p  Southeastern Floodplains and
Low Terraces
| 75j  Sealslands/Coastal Marsh




