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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Saluda River originates in the Blue Ridge Mountains of South Carolina and drains 
approximately 2,500 square miles (1.614 million acres) through the Piedmont. The North, 
Middle and South rivers converge northwest of the City of Greenville to form the Saluda 
River which then drains into Lake Greenwood. The Reedy River, whose headwaters 
begin within the city limits of Greenville, runs parallel and to the east of the Saluda River, 
joining the Saluda River in Lake Greenwood. The Saluda River, the Little Saluda River 
and the Bush River enter Lake Murray. The Saluda River exits Lake Murray and joins the 
Broad River at the City of Columbia to become the Congaree River.
  
The Saluda River subbasin lies in the Blue Ridge (66) and Piedmont (45) ecoregions 
(Figure 1). A brief description of the Level III ecoregions in this watershed is available in 
this document's appendix. A more detailed description of the Level III and Level IV 
Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 
in References section.).
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FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS
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