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An Assessment of the Santee Subbasin
Hydrologic Unit Code (8 Digit): 03050112
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Santee River is formed in central South Carolina by the confluence of the Wateree
and Congaree Rivers about 25 miles southeast of Columbia, SC, and flows into Lake
Marion. A navigable diversion canal, first built in the 1790s at the southern tip of the lake,
connects to Lake Moultrie, a reservoir on the nearby Cooper River. The Santee subbasin
covers 690 square miles (442,000 ac) and begins where the Santee exits Lake Marion.
About 25 miles downstream, the canal exiting Lake Moultrie joins the Santee River. The
Santee then flows southeast, forming the northeast boundary of Francis Marion National
Forest. Approximately 10 miles from its mouth, the Santee bifurcates into two channels
(North Santee and South Santee) to form Cedar Island. The two channels reach the ocean
at Santee Point, approximately 15 miles south of Georgetown.

The watershed passes through the Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain (63), Southeastern Plains
(65) and the Southern Coastal Plain (75) ecoregions (Figure 1). A brief description of the
Level Ill ecoregions in this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more
detailed description of the Level Il and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological
Regions) is available online (See Grétiti2002 in References section.).

FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS

63h  Carolina Flatwoods

63n  Mid-Atlantic Floodplains and Low
Terraces
65l Atlantic Southern Loam Plains

65p  Southeastern Floodplains and
Low Terraces
75j Sea Islands/Coastal Marsh




