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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The river rises in southeastern North Carolina and flows generally southwest, parallel to
the coastline and separated from the ocean by approximately 15 miles. It enters South
Carolina and flows southwest across Horry County and is then joined from the northwest
by the Great Pee Dee River. At Georgetown, it receives the Black River from the north,
then enters the ocean at Winyah Bay, approximately five miles north along the coast from
the mouth of the Santee River. Along its upper course, the Waccamaw is a slow-moving
blackwater river surrounded by vast wetlands, but its lower course is surrounded by sandy
banks and old plantation homes, providing an important navigation channel with a

unigue geography, flowing roughly parallel to the ocean. In its lower reaches, the
Waccamaw forms part of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, which joins the river from
the northeast at Bucksport, South Carolina. The subbasin (on the South Carolina side)
drains 590 square miles or 378,172 acres.

The upper, eastern part of the subbasin runs through Carolina Flatwoods (63) and the
lower subbasin near Winyah Bay lies in the Southern Coastal Plain (75) ecoregions
(Figure 1). A brief description of the Level Ill ecoregions in this watershed is available in
this document's appendix. A more detailed description of the Level Il and Level IV
Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) is available online (Sext @g6iia

in References section.).
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FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS
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