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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The Wateree River is a continuation of the Catawba River, which flows from the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in North Carolina. The name changes from Catawba to Wateree at Lake 
Wateree, which is formed by a hydroelectric dam in Kershaw County, South Carolina. 
The Wateree flows generally southward and joins the Congaree River to form the Santee 
River about 35 miles southeast of Columbia. The subbasin drains 1,255 square miles or 
803,750 acres.
  
The subbasin lies in the Piedmont (45) Southeastern Plains (65) and Middle Atlantic 
Coastal Plain (63) ecoregions (Figure 1). A brief description of the Level III ecoregions in 
this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more detailed description of 
the Level III and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) is available 
online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in References section.).
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FIGURE 1:
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