Minutes of the South Carolina USDA State Technical Committee Meeting
March 17, 2011, SC Farm Bureau Building, Cayce, South Carolina

Attending: Edoe Adbodjan (SC State University), Jason Ayers (USFWS), Wes Bowmer (SC
Beekeepers Association), Bill Chaplin (SCDHEC), Joe Cockrell (USFWS), Billy Dukes (SCDNR), Ann
English (SC NRCS), Linda Floyd (USDA FSA), Kathy Hensley (Lexington SWCD), Terron Hillsman
(SC NRCS), Russell Hubright (SC Forestry Commission), Eric Krueger (The Nature Conservancy),
Ken McCaskill (USDA-FSA), Bill McMeekin (SC Farm Bureau), Walt McPhail (Tree Farmer), Karen
McSwain (Carolina Farm Stewardship Association), Kellee Melton (SC NRCS), Bill Melven
(Lexington SWCD), Rafael Mendez (Lexington NRCS), Gordon Mikell (SC NRCS), Jill Miller (SC
Rural Water Association), Meredith Murphy (SCDHEC), Noel Myers (USDA-APHIS), Gary Peters
(NWTF), Bob Scott (SC Forestry Association), Kandy Rogers (SCDHEC), Fred Taylor (SCDHEC),
Greg Yarrow (Clemson, Dept. of Forestry and Natural Resources), Dick Yetter (SC NRCS), Jozette
Young (SC State University), and Geoff Zehnder (Clemson University-Sustainable Ag.)

9:30 a.m. opening: State Tech Committee Chair/SC NRCS State Conservationist Ann English
welcomed participants to the meeting and initiated a roundtable, asking attendees to introduce

themselves and who they work with.

Action Item: English informed participants that the minutes would be recorded and posted on
the SC NRCS State Tech Committee website at
www.sc.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/SCSTComm.html.

Ms. English: NRCS is currently operating under a continuing resolution (CR) at this time until
April 8. NRCS will continue to conduct business as usual. This is all the information that we
have at this time. NRCS Chief Dave White will keep us informed.

Kellee Melton (SC NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Programs): Delivered a
conservation program update. SC received an initial allocation of $6.4 million in Environmental

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) dollars, and we have asked for additional funds to spread
throughout the state to address animal waste. NRCS is required to spend 60% on livestock
related issues. We want more money to address animal waste and water quality concerns.
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP): SC received over $1.2 million, with $200,000 going
to general WHIP resource concerns (forest management/thinning/etc.). All of this $200,000 is
obligated and we are now working on the $1 million that will go to the longleaf habitat
restoration through WHIP. We ranked applications and are now funding those.



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP): We have 285 eligible applications this year—a bit
less than last year b/c we had 2 signups last year, and we are now ranking and will soon
obligate this money.

Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP): $2.8 million will go toward funding four of the
18 applications received. This is b/c FRPP requires a 25% entity contribution to match the 25%
landowner contribution. This match has often come from the SC Conservation Bank which is
short on money due to state budget cuts. It is likely that we will have to return some of these
funds to NHQ if there is no match from the SC Conservation Bank or other entity.

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP): Received an additional $S1 million for a grand total of $5.5
million. Applications are being reviewed now, and some funds will be allocated toward
repairing existing easements in need of enhancements.

Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG): SC received five proposals this fiscal year and these are
currently being reviewed.

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP): This is an easement program, first time offered in SC,
and USFWS’s Joe Cockrell and SC NRCS’s Dick Yetter worked together to identify priority
areas/species of concern, and have targeted Salkehatchie Watershed, ACE Basin, and the
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge which are part of the historic longleaf ecosystem.
Participants were presented with an HFRP fact sheet in their registration packets. One million
dollars is available for this first year signup which will run April 1-May 1%,

Dick Yetter commented on HFRP: This program targets specific species and focuses on clusters
of red cockaded woodpeckers and relocating them to tracts where habitat does support them.
We also encourage landowners applying for HFRP to consider SAFE Harbor Agreements
(administered by SC DNR). They promote voluntary management for threatened and
endangered species on non-Federal property while assuring landowners that they won't risk
future regulatory restrictions by creating or maintaining habitat for these species on their land.
We have to inventory sites with in-depth baseline biological data collection. This is a friendly
conservation easement compared to others (WRP) as to the restrictions of the landowner.

Question from SC Forestry Commission’s Russell Hubright: How is the cost sharing of HFRP

different from other easement programs, like WHIP? Yetter/Melton: This program is very

similar and will parallel other easement programs, being that there are both short and long
term easements options available. Applicants for HFRP can select permanent/30-year/10-year
cost share agreements.



Acting SC NRCS State Resource Conservationist Terron Hillman delivered a technical resource
staff update:

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a program of FSA, kicked off a sign up that runs through
April 15", FSA, NRCS, and SCFC hosted a joint training session to ensure all staff was up to date

on program details.

Hillsman said that NRCS is working on reviewing Conservation Technical Standards. He
introduced new SC NRCS State Agronomist, Gordon Mikell, to the state office staff, and said
that he is working on agronomic standards and updates.

SC’s State Resource Assessment (SRA) is currently underway, and is due in June, and will

provide a state level review of where the resource concerns are in the state. The SRA will look
at all land uses, and identify major resource concerns by land use and potential of degradation.
We will evaluate nine resource concerns and are awaiting a worksheet from headquarters with
overlays that will help show the resource concerns and where they have the most potential to
occur. We need your help, the state tech. committee, and the SC NRCS resource staff will be
working on this to complete it by the June deadline

Evelyn Whitesides has been selected as the new SC NRCS State Resource Conservationist (SRC)
and starts April 4™, She comes to SC from NC NRCS, where she is presently the SRC.

Dick Yetter report for the Wildlife and Forestry Subcommittee: A copy of the minutes from
this subcommittee meeting is included in the registration packet. At the last sub-committee
meeting, we discussed 1) feral hogs 2) CRP plant list revision, and 3) livestock shade structures
(prompted by a request for funding from Oconee County).

Regarding the livestock shade structures (LSS), which were funded in SC years ago...the

subcommittee looked at the history/costs/benefits of the structures and the subcommittee
recommended that LSS’s be added back to the cost-list only as a component of a grazing system
that included restricted access to water bodies. This would mean that the benefits to aquatic
health would outweigh the cost of the LSS.

CRP Plant List: SCDNR'’s Billy Dukes reported that the CRP plant list was revised (revisions made
by NRCS’ Sudie Thomas) for signup 41 by removing non native lespedeza species and adding
improved pollinator species/seed options. While the changes that FSA adopted for the March
CRP signup are favorable, the Forestry and Wildlife Subcommittee will continue to work with
FSA on improving options offered for their CP33 Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds, CP 36 Long
Leaf Pine herbaceous understory planting, and other practices involving planting of native
warm season grasses and forbs. Recommended that the subcommittee reconvene to review
the current CRP matrix for planting, seeding and management activities (primarily for CP36) to



make sure that the sequencing of practice application and management options are suitable as
described by the CRP matrix and are based on current research data and techniques. Finally,
the subcommittee agreed to meet April 5th to develop CRP guidance criteria for when ‘natural
regeneration’ is possible and when it has been successful. NRCS has a working draft of a
document that will be reviewed.

Ann English: Asked the group if they had comments based on the recommendations of this
subcommittee.

SC DHEC’s Meredith Murphy and SC DNR’s Billy Dukes: Commented that livestock shade
structures do protect water quality so they were in favor.

Clemson University’s Greg Yarrow delivered a PowerPoint presentation on the issue of feral
hogs in SC. The subcommittee was asked to consider whether or not SC NRCS should provide
cost-share assistance to private landowners to help with the overpopulation of the hogs. There
are currently hogs in every county in the state. 40,000 are harvested each year, and negative
impacts include native habitat damage, damage to crops, damage to other wildlife species,
water quality degradation caused by rooting and fecal issues. Walt McPhail asked what has
proven successful in other states or areas to reduce their populations? He said hunting or
trapping might work to keep the population down, but ultimately it’s a people problem b/c
hunters are bringing them in and releasing them. The goal would be to reduce the population
back to historic levels and not what they are now. As a veterinarian, Mr. McPhail emphasized
the hogs ability to procreate (birthing twice a year) and said that we need to look at the big
picture on this, and not address the issue farm-by-farm, or acre-by-acre. Billy Dukes also said
that cost sharing for traps won’t solve the overpopulation issue, and asked what, if anything,
has been evaluated in terms of effectiveness when it comes to population control. Lexington
SWCD’s Bill Melven said that the SC Association of Conservation Districts (SCACD) has this issue
of feral hog control in their mission statement, and suggested that an SCACD member be added
to this subcommittee. SC NRCS’ Gordon Mikell asked if there was a list of hunters who were
able to hunt the hogs and help harvest them. USDA-APHIS’ Noel Myers said that a
comprehensive management plan is needed that incorporates timing, persistence, and that we
won’t be able to eradicate, rather, we can reduce populations. Said that numerous approaches,
not just traps, will be key, and that we need to look at timing, such as now, when crops are
being put out and hogs are rooting in them. SCDHEC’s Fred Taylor said that SCACD is pursuing a
nuisance wildlife abatement program, to help with both hogs and beavers. Gary Peters (NWTF)
said that he has dealt with this issue on National Forestlands and what worked was providing
financial incentive for hunters to kill them and then the meat was used by food banks—a cradle
to grave approach. McPhail said that from safety standpoint, this meat would need to be
inspected before served to pass food inspections.



Yarrow concluded that all agencies need to work together and do some testing/research to
discover what the best management techniques are before cost share is provided for anything,
and Ms. English asked the group what they thought. English concurred with the group that a
coordinated effort, and more research into the most effective techniques is needed. A pilot
project at the Congaree National Swamp tested different methods for population control, and a
larger scale project is needed. Melton reminded the group that this issue originally arose
because local workgroups around the state were reporting that landowners in every county
were having problems with hog damage, and were suffering crop damage, thus the issue was
brought to SC NRCS to consider cost sharing to combat the problem. Yetter said that SC Soil &
Water Conservation Districts should be involved. Melton said that two Resource Conservation
and Development Councils in SC are providing funding to landowners for feral hog
control/trapping. It was also agreed that an education component be incorporated to teach
hunters and private landowners about feral hogs. Yetter reported that Hawaii NRCS cost shared
on feral hog trapping b/c they considered the animal a non native species.

SUMMARY on feral hog issue: The Wildlife and Forestry subcommittee would present a plan to fund
a pilot effort on a community level that would engage stakeholders to work together to reduce wild hog

problems. This effort would include education (development of guidance materials, workshops, training
for NRCS staff), implementation of control existing control techniques, and evaluation of techniques
worthy of future NRCS cost sharing funding. The effort would be lead by Ms. Whitney Wallett (MS
graduate student) with oversight by the Wildlife and Forestry Subcommittee, SC Wild Hog Task Force,
and NRCS. The pilot effort would be coordinated with all agencies and serve as a model for the state.

Melton circulated a signup sheet asking attendees to consider serving on a subcommittee of
the state technical committee, depending on their interests/expertise. Here are the results:

e Forest/Wildlife Subcommittee:
Wes Bowmer; Kenneth McCaskill; Eric Krueger, Gary Peters, Bill Melven, Fred Taylor, Jason
Ayers, Joe Cockrell, Gordon Mikell

e Organic:
Geoff Zehnder; Karen McSwain; Eric Krueger, Gordon Mikell
e Ranking:

Meredith Murphy; Jason Ayers; Eric Krueger
e Payment Schedule:
e Easements:

Jason Ayers

Amy Overstreet Maxwell, SC NRCS Public Affairs Specialist and Outreach Coordinator
mentioned that she is spearheading a reconvening of a group originally formed in 1999, Ag. and



Natural Resources Communicators for the Environment, and they will meet March 29", She
requested that if anyone had suggestions of communication specialists, outreach folks etc. that
should be invited, let her know. She also told participants that in their packets she placed a DVD
copy of the new Wildlife Habitat for Good series, also available online at
http://vimeo.com/channels/wildlifehabitatforgood.

Final Questions: Zehnder asked what was the result of the high tunnel houses funded through
EQIP last year?

Melton reported last year there were 31 applications funded for high tunnels. The SC NRCS
State Engineer has compiled a report on the first constructed tunnels that is to be submitted to
headquarters to support this interim practice. In the Organic signup this year (FY 2011), SC
NRCS has 35 eligible applications that are currently under review, and $500,000 was allocated
to the Organic Initiative. We don’t know just yet the results of this last sign up for organic, and
SC is a little behind other states in sign ups, but we are working to extend our outreach and get
organic producers interested, and we are meeting with Carolina Farm Stewardship Association,
so that we can offer training to our own employees who are also undergoing a learning curve
when it comes to organic production.

Zehnder stated that he would like to better understand the process to apply for organic
assistance through EQIP. Fred Taylor asked how far $500,000 would go toward funding the
eligible applications received this fiscal year. Melton said that is unknown as of yet, since the
signup just ended March 4™ and ranking is still underway.

The meeting concluded at 11:15 a.m. The next meeting of the State Technical Committee is
tentatively scheduled for July 7, 2011.



