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518.44 Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment

a
Cropland – Tier I & II

The minimum level of treatment on cropland for Tier I and Tier II:

· The minimum level of treatment for soil quality on cropland is considered achieved when the Soil Conditioning Index value as determined by NRCS is positive; and

· The minimum level of treatment for water quality on cropland is considered achieved when the CSP Water Quality Eligibility Tool minimum thresholds are met.
The Chief may make minor exceptions to criteria for areas, such as tropical and tundra regions, where technology tools are being refined or testing is needed to review performance data.
518.44  Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment

b
Pastureland & Rangeland – Tier I & II
The minimum level of treatment on pastureland and rangelands for Tier I and Tier II:

Vegetation and animal management accomplish by following a grazing management plan that provides for:

· a forage animal balance

· proper livestock distribution

· timing of use, and

· managing livestock access to water courses.

If commercial fertilizer, manure, or pesticides are applied, the Grazing Land Water Quality Eligibility Tool/Criteria must be met.
518.44 Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment

c
All Agricultural Land – Tier III

The minimum level of treatment for Tier III is meeting:

· Tier I and Tier II minimum level of treatment requirements (see CPM 518.44a & b),
· Quality criteria for the local NRCS FOTG for all existing resource concerns and considerations, and 
· the following resource specific criteria:

· The minimum requirement for water quantity - irrigation water management on cropland or pastureland is considered achieved when the current level of treatment and management for the system results in a water use index value as determined by NRCS of at least 50.

· The minimum requirement for wildlife is considered achieved when the current level of treatment and management for the system results in a value of at least 0.5 using a general or species specific habitat assessment guide.

· Riparian corridors, as appropriate, will be managed or designed to intercept sediment, nutrients, pesticides, and other materials in surface runoff; reduce nutrients and other pollutants in shallow subsurface water flow; lower water temperature; and provide litter fall or structural components for habitat complexity or to slow out-of-bank floods.

518.61   Producer Self-Assessment and Inventory

c
Benchmark Condition Inventory

The applicant’s benchmark condition inventory and associated case file information must include:

· A map, aerial photograph, or overlay that delineates the entire agricultural operation, including land use and acreage;

· A map of the applicant’s land offered for CSP; 

· A description of the applicant’s production system(s) on the agricultural operation to be enrolled;

· The existing conservation practices and resource concerns, problems, and opportunities on the operation;

· Other information needed to document existing conservation treatment and activities, such as, grazing management, nutrient management, pest management, and irrigation water management plans;

· A description of the significant resource concerns and other resource concerns that the applicant is willing to address in their contract through the adoption of new conservation practices and measures; and

· A list of enhancements that the producer is currently doing or may be willing to undertake as part of their contract.

518.61  Producer Self-Assessment and Inventory

d
Producer-Certification of Benchmark Condition Inventory and Records

The applicant must have a minimum of 2 years of written records or documentation for the following practices:

· Nutrient Management,

· Pest Management,

· Pasture Management,

· Grazing Management, and 

· Waste Utilization.
The applicant needs to provide evidence to the satisfaction of the Designated Conservationist that written records or documentation exists to support the conservation system in place and that they are being used for management purposes.  The Designated Conservationist does not need to collect, store, or re-calculate the data contained in the applicant’s records, but instead will examine an adequate sample to determine whether or not records are available to support the conservation system in place.

The applicant will producer-certify:

· the accuracy of their benchmark condition inventory, and 

· that written records or documentation are available and are being used for management purposes.
That certification will inform the applicant they will need to supply written records and documentation from preceding the sign-up period upon request by NRCS.
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To CSP Applicant (Applicant Name)

For those cropland acres you wish to enroll in CSP, please consider the following
required minimum level of treatment.

The minimun level of treatment for nutrient management on cropland is

o Current soil test (within the last three years) which tests for at a minimum
P,05, K20, and pH

« Nitrogen, P,0s, and KO fertilizer(s) are applied at or below agronomic
rates based on land grant university publication recommendations or by a
Certified Crop Advisor

o Minimum two years of written records that document these requirements.

« Ifirrigated, irrigation water management is practiced.

o Allforms of active gully erosion are controlled.

If you believe that you meet the minimu treatment level requirements, please
complete the following Nutrient Management Inventory Worksheet. This
information will help us with assessing the benchmark condition for this land use.
An example is provided to assist you

Example Nutrient Management Inventory Worksheet
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Questions
+ Were nutrient application rates based on university publication
recommendations or by a certified crop advisor?

+ Were nitrogen applications split applied or a nitrogen inhibitor is used?

Certification Statement

The above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. | understand that
if requested, | can provide a minimum of two years of documentation to support
the information provided above.

Name: Date:





518.61
  Producer Self-Assessment and Inventory

e
Applicant Interview

NRCS will schedule a follow-up interview with the applicant to evaluate and verify the information provided by the applicant.  NRCS will determine whether the applicant, the land, and the conservation system meet the basic eligibility requirements and sign-up criteria based on the information provided and the applicant interview.  

Information Needed for the Verification Interview:

· Completed CSP Self-Assessment Workbook;

· Benchmark condition inventory; and

· Records of historic stewardship including grazing management, nutrient management, pest management, irrigation water management or other plans, schedules, calendars, soil test data, etc.
518.63 Category Placement

c
Multiple Land Use Category Placement

A multiple land use application will be placed in the category that the land use with the largest number of acres meets.  See CPM 518.63b for guidance on category placement within a land use.
<add examples>

518.80   Establishing Payments

Efficient handling of center pivot corners to determine payment acres during the application process
· In cases where center pivot corner land use and acres are delineated, those land uses and acres will be used accordingly to determine stewardship payments and enhancement payments.

· In cases where center pivot corner land use and acres are not delineated:

· The stewardship payment acres for the incidental parcels will be determined as 10% of the irrigated cropland field acres to which the incidental parcels are contiguous.

· Incidental parcels may receive enhancement payments based on the enhancement activity units actually applied.  Enhancement payment acres for incidental parcels will be determined as an estimate of ????
518.80f  Enhancement Payments

Pastureland and Pastured Cropland Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) Enhancement

Pastureland, pastured cropland, permanent hayland, orchards, and vineyards may earn an SCI enhancement payment based on the computed SCI of the management system, with a cap of ???? 
Enhancements Added to a Contract

Enhancement activities on new land added to a contract will be paid at a flat rate of 100%.

New enhancement activities added to a contract will be paid at a flat rate of 100%.  Enhancement activities that were part of the benchmark system but ineligible for payment (e.g., incentive practices earning EQIP financial assistance) may be included in a contract at the variable payment rate when those activities become eligible for payment. 

For a stewardship contract where benchmark enhancements were improperly contracted to be paid at a flat rate of 100%, a contract modification will be made to change benchmark enhancements to the variable payment rate.

518.100  Contract Modifications

Treatment Requirements for Land Added to a Contract   

Land added to a contract through modification must meet:

· Minimum level of treatment requirements, see CPM 518.44, and 

· The criteria for the lowest enrollment category funded for the sign-up during which the contract was approved.

· 2004 lowest enrollment category – Category E

· 2005 lowest enrollment category – Category C
