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OVERVIEW OF MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY IN TIER I
Landowner/Operator

County________________    Tract & Field No.s______________ ____________

Overview of Minimum Criteria for Tier 1
To be eligible for participation in CSP at the Tier I level, you must be addressing water quality and soil quality resource concerns to the minimum level on some part of the agricultural operation.

Do I Qualify for Tier I?
For each of the fields to be offered for CSP, you must be currently managing for the following:

	Soil quality …
	· By managing erosion rates, biomass production and residue levels, and tillage operations such that you have a Soil Condition Index of greater than zero.


	Water quality …
	· By meeting or exceeding the identified criteria for the CSP Water Quality Eligibility Tool.


	Grazing land protection …
	· By following a grazing plan that enhances plant health and protects water quality AND if commercial fertilizer, manure, or pesticides are applied, the Water Quality Eligibility Criteria for Grazing Lands must be met.



Complete the following worksheets to determine you eligibility for Tier I:

· Minimum Criteria for Tier I: Soil Quality
· Minimum Criteria for Tier I: Water Quality Eligibility Tool – Nutrients, Pesticides, Sediments
· Minimum Criteria for Tier I: Grazed Lands
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Landowner/Operator

County________________    Tract & Field No.s______________ ____________

Overview of Soil Quality Criteria
To be eligible for Tier I CSP, you must be managing your erosion rates, biomass production and residue levels, and tillage operations such that you have a Soil Condition Index (SCI) of greater than zero.  SCI is influenced by a number of management factors, such as the following:

· The rate of sheet and rill erosion on the field.  Soil erosion removes the surface layer of soil -- that portion of the soil profile that typically has the high organic matter.  The lower the soil erosion, the higher the SCI.
· The type and amount of crop residue that is produced by the crop rotation.  It is easier to achieve an SCI>0 when there are high residue crops in the rotation.  Unless grown in rotation with sod or other high residue crops, it is difficult to achieve an SCI > 0 on crops such as cotton and tobacco.
· How the crop residue is managed.  When the residue from crops are left in the field, they return organic matter and carbon back to the soil, improving its water holding capacity, infiltration and permeability, soil structure, and ability to reduce the off-site transport of nutrients and pesticides.  Removing crop residue through burning or harvest lowers the SCI.
· The frequency and type of tillage operations.  Plowing and disking the soil damages its structure, affecting infiltration and permeability, and increases the loss of soil carbon.  Continuous no-till systems have a very positive impact on the SCI; however, the SCI is increased when any of the conventional tillage operations used during a crop rotation can be replaced with a conservation tillage practice. 

How do I determine my SCI?

The SCI is determined through the use of a computerized model called the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE2).  The SCI can be computed by NRCS staff for the fields being offered for CSP.  
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Records
To compute SCI, NRCS will require the following information: (1) general location of the field, (2) soil type, (3) field slope and slope length, (4) crop rotation, planting and harvest dates, (5) tillage/cultivation practices, (6) yields, (7) residue management practices, and (8) whether you utilize and supporting conservation practices on the field. 

The Conservation Records workbook available from NRCS provides a format to record information that will assist in computing SCI; however, a field visit may still be required for the initial determination.
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Certification Statement

The above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. I can provide a minimum of two years of documentation to support the information provided above. 

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________
Conservation Security Program (CSP) 
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To be able to participate in CSP at the Tier I level, you must be addressing nutrients and pesticides in surface and groundwater, and sediments in surface water.  

· For nutrients you must be managing your fertilizer or manure applications for your crops in such a manner as to properly budget nutrients for plant production, and minimize delivery of nutrients to surface and ground water. 

· Pesticides must be managed in a manner that protects surface and groundwater.

· Sediments must be managed such that excessive sediment is not being delivered to surface waters.

To determine your eligibility, complete the Water Quality Assessment Tool with your CSP Planner.  

***Attach completed copy of CSP Water Quality Assessment printout after finishing assessment.
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Landowner/Operator

County________________    Tract & Field No.s______________ ____________

Criteria for Grazed Land
To be eligible for Tier I CSP, you must be following a grazing plan that enhances plant health and protects water quality.  If commercial fertilizer, manure, or pesticides are applied, the Water Quality Eligibility Criteria for Grazing Lands must be met.  

To determine your eligibility, you must be able to answer YES to all the items in Part A below for the land offered:

Part A

I am following a grazing plan that addresses the following:

	YES
	NO
	

	(
	(
	Forage availability is in balance with livestock numbers.  



	(
	(
	Proper timing and duration of livestock access is used to protect and enhance plant health.  Forage is not grazed below 2-3 inches in height.  



	(
	(
	Proper grazing distribution within fields is achieved through proper placement and/or rotation of watering facilities, fence alignment, salting, and feeding areas.



	(
	(
	Livestock access to rivers, streams, ponds, and other surface waters is managed to maintain water quality.  Livestock are either excluded from surface water, or their access is limited in duration or by season such that banks are protected from erosion and sloughing due to livestock traffic.  If livestock have direct access to surface water, the water is protected from excessive nutrients by providing shade away from the surface water for livestock lounging.



	(
	(
	I have at least two years of records documenting the above requirements.
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To determine your eligibility, you must be able to answer YES or NA to all the questions that apply to land offered.
Part B  Water Quality Eligibly Criteria for Grazing Lands
	Questions
	Yes
	No
	NA

	1.  Do you apply pesticides to control insects, weeds, disease, invasive plants, etc., on your lands you wish to enroll? (If NO, skip to Question #2)
	
	
	

	a)   Do you have two years of field-specific records of pesticide applications?
	
	
	

	b) Do you apply pesticides according to a schedule or Pest Management Plan (PMP)? A PMP should outline use, amount, form, timing and application methods as well as non-chemical control alternatives such as biological and cultural methods.
	
	
	

	c) Do you protect sensitive areas, such as surface waters, wells, and fractured bedrock outcrops, during pesticide application by using setbacks, vegetative buffers, etc.?
	
	
	

	2.  Do you apply any form of nitrogen, phosphorus, or potassium on your pastures you wish to enroll? (If No, skip to Question # 3) 
	
	
	

	a) Do you have two years of field-specific records of nutrient applications? 
	
	
	

	b) Do you apply nutrients based on a nutrient budget/nutrient management plan (NMP) that is based on laboratory analysis or book values and considers ALL sources of nutrients, including legume credits, organic matter, animal manure, crop residues, and irrigation water?
	
	
	

	c) Do you protect sensitive areas, such as surface waters, wells, and fractured bedrock outcrops, during nutrient application by using setbacks, vegetative buffers, etc.?
	
	
	

	3.  Do you apply irrigation water to pastures you wish to enroll? (If No, skip to the end of the worksheet).
	
	
	

	a)  Do you adjust your water application rates to avoid water losses due to surface runoff and/or deep percolation?
	
	
	

	b) Do you adjust your water application rates to ensure nutrients and pesticides are not impacting surface or ground water quality?
	
	
	

	c) Do you monitor salinity levels and use soil, water, and plant management practices that reduce negative effects from salinity?
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Certification Statement
The above information is in Part A & B is correct to the best of my knowledge.  I can provide a minimum of two years of documentation to support the information provided above.
Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________
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