CSP National Bulletin Summary

FY 2005

300-5-10: State Watershed Selection Process for Conservation Security Program

Purpose: To notify State Conservationist and Directors of Pacific Basin and Caribbean Areas of the process for watershed prioritization in the Conservation Security Program (CSP) for 2006.

To begin the process for FY-2006, States and areas will develop, with advice from State Technical Committees, a list of State and local criteria to be used in the selection process that focus on the intent of CSP.  Nationally required criteria are: digitized soils information suitable for use with Toolkit by the time the program is offered, and the ability to use Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation, Version 2 (RUSLE2).
******************************************************************************

300-5-15: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Self-Assessment Verification

Purpose: Direct States to conduct self-assessment verification on FY 2005 CSP contracts.

The purpose of self-assessment verification is to validate the information provided by the CSP applicant during the sign-up process.  The verification process needs to be approached as a conservation technical assistance opportunity, rather than a regulatory procedure.

******************************************************************************

300-5-17: FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2006 CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM (CSP) STATE WEB PAGE INFORMATION

Purpose: To provide information and instructions to States for development of FY 2006 CSP Watershed Web Pages for posting payments, and practice and enhancement cost-lists.

The 2006 CSP Watersheds were announced by Deputy Secretary Chuck Conner on August 25, 2005.  To prepare for the 2006 CSP year, States will develop a complete web page with the information needed by customers.

******************************************************************************

300-5-18: FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2006 CONSERVATION SECURITY PROGRAM (CSP) PAYMENT INFORMATION
Purpose: To provide information and instruction to States for FY 2006 CSP payments, and practice and enhancement cost-list development.

This bulletin indicates the approved CSP payments and requests the development of the State cost list for FY 2006.

******************************************************************************

FY 2006
300-6-1: Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Conservation Security Program (CSP) Payment Information for CSP-04 Sign-Up Contracts
Purpose: To provide information and instruction to States for completing the FY 2006 CSP payments on 2004 year contracts.

CSP contracts from FY 2004 are to be fully populated for the entire contract period by January 6, 2006.  Beginning October 1, 2005, States will begin to complete contract modifications to the 2004 contracts.  Participants will be allowed to modify their contracts to add land, change Tiers, and add enhancements. 

******************************************************************************

300-2-2: Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Conservation Security Program (CSP) Payment Information for CSP-05 Sign-Up Contracts

Purpose: To provide information and instruction to States for completing the CSP-05 sign-up contracts and making the FY 2006 payments.

CSP-05 sign-up contract payments are to be made to participants between November 1, 2005, and February 1, 2006.  CSP contracts developed in FY 2005 are to be completed and fully populated for the entire contract period by March 1, 2006.  CSP-05 contracts will be opened for modification later in the fiscal year for payment in 2007.

******************************************************************************

300-6-3: State Watershed Selection Process for Conservation Security Program

Purpose: To notify State Conservationist and Director, Caribbean and Pacific Basin Areas of the need for digitized soils information in the Conservation Security Program (CSP) for 2007 and beyond.

In order to have prioritized watersheds available for CSP each year, the process for digitizing soils needs to be initiated and completed in a time frame that ensures complete coverage in the year the proposed watershed is submitted for CSP participation.
******************************************************************************

300-6-4: Process for New Enhancement Activities in the Conservation Security Program

Purpose: To notify State Conservationists and Director, Caribbean and Pacific Basin Areas of the process for participants in the Conservation Security Program (CSP) to take if they are interested in implementing any of the new Enhancement Activities.

During FY 2006, States may select existing contracts from the 2004 and/or the 2005 watersheds, where the participant wishes to modify their contract to include enhancement activities related to on-farm research, demonstrations, pilot projects, assessment and evaluation of implementing watershed or regional conservation plans.
******************************************************************************

300-6-6: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Annual Payments

Purpose: To clarify the purpose and timing of CSP annual payments.

The annual payment for the established conservation system would include established enhancement activities that have previously been applied and are a recurring part of the conservation system.

******************************************************************************

300-6-8: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Eligibility Issues

Purpose: To provide national guidance to selected State Conservationists for resolving CSP eligibility issues for existing contracts.

Records indicate selected states have CSP contract participants with unresolved eligibility issues (i.e., AD1026, AGI, and/or HELC/WC) that rely on the Farm Service Agency web service for confirmation.

******************************************************************************

300-6-10: Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Conservation Security Program (CSP) Program Management Expectation for Sign Up Process
Purpose: To provide information and instructions to State and Field level employees on the establishment of a National CSP program management expectation for FY 2006 CSP.

One of the primary objectives for CSP implementation is to develop procedures that allow States to conduct the signup and remain within the 15% technical assistance (TA) limit.  In preparing for FY 2006 CSP, States are to utilize the guidance and instruction provided by the National Office in the recent training sessions, weekly net-conferences, and in subsequent National Bulletins on sign-up and application procedures.
******************************************************************************

300-6-11: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Producer Self-Assessment and Benchmark Condition Inventory Documentation

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Producer Self-Assessment and Benchmark Condition Inventory Documentation.

This bulletin issues CSP guidance for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Producer Self-Assessment and Benchmark Condition Inventory Documentation to simplify and streamline the application process and clarify the documentation requirements.

******************************************************************************

300-6-12: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Conservation Standards - Minimum Level of Treatment
Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment.

This National Bulletin issues CSP guidance for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Conservation Standards – Minimum Level of Treatment.
******************************************************************************

300-6-13: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Multiple Land Use Category Placement
Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Multiple Land Use Category Placement.

This National Bulletin issues CSP guidance for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Multiple Land Use Category Placement to simplify that process.

******************************************************************************

300-6-14: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Ineligible Payments

Purpose: To reissue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees on Ineligible Payments.

This bulletin reissues CSP guidance on when CSP enhancement activities are ineligible for CSP payments.

******************************************************************************

300-6-15: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Treatment Requirements for Adding Land to Contracts

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 on treatment requirements for land added to a conservation stewardship contract by modification.

Future contract improvements such as advancing tiers, adding land, and adding enhancements may be made to funded contracts during any announced contract modification period.  However, NRCS will make no assurance to participants on the potential to add contract improvements by modification.  The ability of contracting officers to approve contract improvement modifications will depend on annual available funding and other constraints determined necessary for program management.

******************************************************************************

300-6-16: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Enhancement Activities and Payment Rates

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees on CSP enhancement activities and payment rates.

The following CSP guidance will apply to FY 2005 CSP enhancement activities and payment rates, and any future CSP sign-up where benchmark enhancement activities are calculated at a variable payment rate. As part of the applicant’s responsibility to develop a benchmark condition inventory, the inventory will be a description of existing conditions.  That description of existing conditions needs to include all established enhancement activities.

******************************************************************************

300-6-17: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) Enhancement Payments
Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on SCI enhancement payments for pastureland.

This bulletin revises 2005 direction that allowed pastureland to earn an SCI enhancement payment, capped at an SCI of 0.4.

******************************************************************************

300-6-18: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Center Pivot Corners
Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees on the handling of cropped center pivot corners to determine CSP payment acres and eligibility.

Cropped center pivot corners are working agricultural lands.  They will not be considered as incidental parcels.  These corners will be identified as cropland, either dryland or irrigated, and CSP payments and eligibility will be determined according to the land use.

******************************************************************************

300-6-19: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Records and Record Keeping
Purpose: To clarify the inconsistency between the Conservation Programs Manual (CPM) Part 518, Subpart G, Section G, 518.61c and the CSP:  Self Assessment Workbook regarding record keeping.

The CPM, Part 518, Subpart G, Section 518.61c, requires, “The applicant must have a minimum of 2 years of written records or documentation…”

******************************************************************************

300-6-20: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Collection of Debts

Purpose: To issue guidance to State and Field level employees on collection of debts.

Discussion at the CSP Training Sessions indicated that a threshold would be established below which collection of CSP debts would not be pursued.  That outcome has yet to be realized and existing program procedures will be followed.

******************************************************************************

300-6-22: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) Caps for Certain Cropland Type
Purpose: To reissue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on SCI enhancement payments for certain cropland types.

For the FY 2006 CSP sign-up, several cropland types may earn an SCI enhancement payment based on the computed SCI of the management system, capped at an SCI of 1.0.

******************************************************************************

300-6-24: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Applicant Offer Certification Worksheet

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees on the use of the Applicant Offer Certification Worksheet.

The Applicant Offer Certification Worksheet, available on the “my.NRCS” CSP program page, or a State prepared worksheet of equal or greater content and quality, will be a required component of each applicant’s offer for CSP Sign-up 06-01.
******************************************************************************

300-6-25: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Third Resource Concern for Tier II

Purpose: To identify the need for State Conservationists to submit the additional resource concern that was selected for each of their 2006 CSP watersheds.

The Conservation Programs Manual (CPM) Part 518, Conservation Security Program, Section 518.10b, provides that the State Conservationist is to provide leadership for NRCS activities associated with CSP in the States, including the establishment of an additional locally significant resource concern to be addressed by Tier II contracts in each selected watershed prior to sign-up.
******************************************************************************

300-6-26: Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 CSP 06-01 Sign-Up Timeline for Implementation and Making Participant Payments

Purpose: To provide information to State and Field level employees on the timeframe for implementation of the FY 2006 CSP program and making producers’ FY 2006 payments on FY 2006 funded contracts.

One of the primary goals of the CSP program is to begin making producer payments on funded contracts in a timely manner after the Secretary funding category and sub-category decision has been made.  States will use the following timeline for implementing the CSP Sign-up 06-01, and for making FY 2006 contract payments.

******************************************************************************

300-6-28: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Sub-Categories Applicable to Your State Watershed(s)

Purpose: To identify the need for State Conservationists to submit by watershed, which of the ten national CSP sub-categories are projected to be used in their State during the fiscal year (FY) 2006 CSP sign-up.

To assist in preparation for FY 2006 CSP sign-up funding decisions, State Conservationists need to identify by watershed, the CSP sub-categories they project will be used in their State during the fiscal year (FY) 2006 CSP sign-up. Please submit to the Director of Financial Assistance Programs Division by March 30, 2006.
******************************************************************************

300-6-29: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Appeal Clarification

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees to clarify the CSP application process and appeals.

The CSP regulation at 7 CFR 1469.31 Appeals, paragraph (a) states, “An applicant or a participant may obtain administrative review of an adverse decision under CSP in accordance with (CFR) parts 11 and 614.”

******************************************************************************

300-6-30: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Appeal Register

Purpose: To identify the need for State Conservationists to submit CSP appeals information.

The Agency needs to monitor CSP appeals in order to identify policy gaps, appeal workload, and the impact of appeals on the CSP budget.

******************************************************************************

300-6-31: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Single and Multiple Land Use Category Placement

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 CSP sign-up on Single and Multiple Land Use Category Placement, and cancel multiple land use category placement guidance issued by National Bulletin 300-6-13.

The FY 2006 CSP sign-up enrollment category strategy has been adjusted to provide higher category placement for applications that include the entire agricultural operation.

******************************************************************************

300-6-32: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Tier III – Grazing Lands
Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Tier III, Grazing Lands Monitoring Plans.

The CSP 06-01 sign-up announcement revised Tier III conservation standards – minimum level of treatment. This bulletin provides additional guidance for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Tier III, Grazing Lands Monitoring Plans.

******************************************************************************

300-6-33: Conservation Security Program (CSP) Tier III – Riparian Corridors

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Tier III, riparian corridors.

The CSP 06-01 sign-up announcement revised Tier III conservation standards – minimum level of treatment. This bulletin provides additional guidance for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 sign-up on Tier III, riparian corridors.
******************************************************************************

300-6-34: Conservation Security Program (CSP) FY 2006 Contracts and Enhancement Activities

Purpose: To issue CSP guidance to the State and Field level employees to clarify the scheduling of enhancement activities in FY 2006 CSP contracts and future FY 2006 CSP contract modifications.

In order to better estimate and manage CSP contract obligations, conservationists will schedule all practices and enhancement activities planned by the participant to be applied over the entire contract period for FY 2006 CSP Contracts.
******************************************************************************

