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Overview

Through the National Water Quality
Initiative (NWQI), the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service (NRCS) is
offering financial and technical assis-
tance to farmers, ranchers and forest
landowners interested in improving
water quality and aquatic habitats

in priority watersheds with impaired
streams. NRCS will help producers
implement conservation and manage-
ment practices through a systems
approach to control and trap nutrient
and manure runoff. Qualified produc-
ers will receive assistance for installing
conservation practices such as cover
crops, filter strips and terraces. For
over 75 years, NRCS has provided
agricultural producers with assistance
to implement voluntary conservation
practices that protect natural resourc-
es while maintaining production and
profits.

South Carolina
Priority Watersheds

South Carolina has identified three
priority watersheds for this initiative
including the Polk Swamp in Dorches-
ter County, Upper Little Saluda River
in Saluda, and Big Swamp in Florence
County. They were selected

because of high nutrient levels, and
because they have great potential for
addressing the identified problems.
Eligible producers in these three SC
watersheds will invest in voluntary
conservation practices to help pro-
vide cleaner water for their neighbors
and communities. Using funds from
the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), NRCS will provide
financial and technical assistance to
producers for implementing conserva-
tion practices such as cover crops,
filter strips, animal waste management
systems, and prescribed grazing sys-
tems in watersheds with impairments
where federal investments can make a
difference in improving water quality.

National Water Quality
Initiative Fact Sheet

Conservatlon practices such as no till farming heIp reduce erosion and
sedimentation in streams, as well as trap nutrients before they leave the field.

Conservation Funding
and Practices

NRCS conservation professionals

will provide technical assistance and
planning tools to determine which
conservation actions will provide the
best results to improve water quality
on your land. Nutrient management
systems, erosion control, conservation
tillage, pest management, and buffers
systems are just some of the practices
being offered as part of the National

The National Water Quality
Initiative will work in selected
watersheds to help farmers,
ranchers and forest landowners
improve water quality and aquatic
habitats in impaired streams.

Water Quality Initiative. To help install
these conservation practices, finan-
cial assistance to share in the cost

of these conservation practices is
available though the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

Helping People Help the Land

Partnerships

SC NRCS identified their three priority
watersheds through the help of local
partnerships including the SC Depart-
ment of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC) and the State
Technical Committee. NRCS will con-
tinue to coordinate with local and state
agencies, South Carolina Soil & Water
Conservation Districts, SCDHEC, and
others to implement this initiative. This
strategic approach will leverage funds
and provide streamlined assistance to
help individual agricultural producers
take needed actions to reduce the flow
of sediment, nutrients, and other runoff
into impaired waterways.




Producer Benefits For more Information

Water quality conservation practices

. . USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
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are located in a selected watershed, South Carolina identified three priority watersheds for this initiative including the Polk Swamp
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